
Helping  your  child 
with  reading at  Home

1 Read What We're Reading1. Read What We re Reading
Read the book with your child.
Ask your child to retell the story.

2. Ask Questions
Ask questions before, during, and after your child reads.
Ask open-ended questions about the story.

3. Read Aloud to Your Child
Even 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders love being read to.
This can build their oral comprehension skills.

4. Have Your Child Read Aloud to You
Try this on a short 15-minute drive.
This can improve their fluency and expression.

5. Have Your Child Read Everything
Recipes and instruction booklets are a good choice.
This can expose your child  to new vocabulary words.

6. Let Them Listen to Audiobooks
These encourage visualization and imagination.
Look online and at the library for free audio books.

7 Set Aside Time to Read Each Day7. Set Aside Time to Read Each Day
Carve out at least 15 non-negotiable minutes and make it a family event.
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Tell me about what you read.

Who are the main characters? Tell me about them.

Where does the story take place?

What has happened so far?

What is the most important or most interesting event in 

the story?

What is the problem in the story? How is it solved?

What do you think will happen next? Why do you think 

that?

What is/was your favorite part of the story?

What surprised you, made you laugh, or made you sad?

What does the story remind you of?

Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or 

why not?

What made you choose this book?

Talking about Fiction Books
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Tell me about what you read.

What do you already know about this topic?

What details have you learned that surprised 

you?

What new information have you learned?

What is this page/section about?

What do the illustrations teach you about the 

topic?

What is the author trying to tell you about this 

topic?

Look at this heading. What do you think you will 

learn in this section?

What do you still want to know about this topic?

What made you choose this book?

Talking about NonFiction Books
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This resource was created by Jennifer Findley. It may be printed and 

photocopied for single classroom use. It may not be put on the Internet, sold, 

or distributed in any form.  Check out my store for more resources that are 

common core aligned.

Follow my blog for updates and freebies.

Thanks! 

Jennifer Findley
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