
6TH GRADE
HANNAH BAKER

TAPP PARAPRO

KIRSTIE BARKOOT
SCIENCE

Welcome! This is my fourth year of teaching, but my first

year teaching at RMS. Health and fitness is a big part of

my life. I believe you should do one thing each day that is

healthy and that also makes you happy! I have been

living in Athens for about a year. I love exploring new

coffee shops and local restaurants and I enjoy spending

time with my friends, family, and cat, Lumi! I am looking

forward to a fun year of learning and growing!

DARBY BOZEMAN
ELA/SOCIAL STUDIES

Hey everyone! I am so excited to start my 4th year of

teaching here at RMS. I have a degree in English and a

Master’s in Teaching from UGA. I grew up in Portland,

Oregon, but made Georgia my home 5 years ago. I love to

read mystery novels, cook and try delicious new foods

with my husband, Bryan, and spend time with my family

and friends--Many of them are RMS teachers, too!

ANGIE BROWN
MATH

Hello, and welcome to RMS! I am lucky and privileged

enough to be teaching my absolute favorite: 6th grade

math! This year is going to be fun! It’s number 12 for me in

education, and I have equal parts classroom and

curriculum building experience. I live nearby with my

husband and fur-babies, and when I’m not teaching,

there’s a good chance I’m traveling. I can’t wait to meet

y’all!

NATALIE BYINGTON
MATH

Hey there! My name is Natalie Byington, and this will be

my 3rd year teaching at RMS. I love my job because math

is FUN and hanging out with you all always keeps me

laughing. When I’m not at school, I love to spend time

with family, cook, and enjoy the outdoors!

My name is Hannah Baker and this is my 2nd year at RMS

as a paraprofessional. I’m originally from Missouri and

have lived in Georgia for just over a year. In my spare time I

like spending time baking, crafting and spoiling my dog.

MEET  THE  TEACHERS



Hello and welcome to Russell Middle School!!! This is my

4th year here at Russell and my 8th year of teaching

overall. I currently live in Athens, Georgia and I am a

2008 graduate of the University of Georgia where I

majored in History. I was also a member of the Redcoat

Marching Band where I played the saxophone and was,

and still am, the biggest Dawgs fan in the world!! I love

studying history and traveling the world and I am so

excited to explore and learn about new places with you

in Social Studies this school year!!
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RYAN CAFFREY
SOCIAL STUDIES

LORI CATES
SCIENCE

Hi and welcome to the Dogpack!  This is my 17th year of

teaching middle school science and my 5th year at RMS. 

I love spending time at home with my husband and our

three American Eskimo dogs.  I also have three grown

children who live nearby.  I  love gardening, music, and

crafting.

KATIE CHESTER
SOCIAL STUDIES

Welcome to the 6th Grade at RMS!  My name is Katie

Chester and I teach 6th Grade Social Studies.  This is my

5th year at RMS, but I have taught for 8 years overall.  I

live in Gainesville with my husband and daughter,

Emerson.  I love to read lots of books and, whenever we

can, we love to travel to different places around the

world!

CAITLIN DALTON
LANGUAGE ARTS

I am so excited to meet you! My name is Caitlin Dalton.

This is my third year in the Dogpack and my 11th year

teaching! I have two children, Hazel and Malachi, and 11

pet koi fish, all with names! I am currently in school for

my doctorate with the University of Louisiana at Monroe. 

I am absolutely crazy about reading. I would love to talk

to you about our favorite books!

CLINT DEARDORFF
SCIENCE

Hello! I am Mr. Deardorff and this is my 20th year of

teaching here at Russell Middle.  I have been teaching

math all 20 years but have also taught all other subjects

and all grade levels through the years.  I love being

outdoors with my family, hiking, running, cycling,

swimming…  We also love to travel and I can share many

great stories of places I have been.  I would also like to give

a  shout out to the Cross Country and Track teams, as I am

the boys’ coach for both.  Gooo! Dogpack.
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MARY ALICE GASTON-POOLE

TAPP

ASHLEY GIBSON
MATH/SCIENCE

Hi! My name is Ashley Gibson. I am so excited to start my

3rd year here at Russell. I graduated from the University

of Georgia in 2015 with a degree in Middle Grades

Education, with an emphasis in Math and Science. I have

lived in Athens for 10 years and when I am not at RMS

you can probably find me outside with friends and

family! I am so grateful to start this year with you!

LISA HAGLEY
MI PARAPRO

Hi! I’m Lisa Hagley! I have been at RMS FOR 14 years! I

have one daughter and two amazing grandsons! I love

my school and my students very much! I love being

“Grandma” to my students! I’m looking forward to a great

year! Go DogPack!

LAURA LIU
MATH/SCIENCE

Hello! Welcome to Russell!  I am Laura Liu and this is my

19th year of teaching!  I have taught 4th - 7th Grade,

mainly math and science! I have been married to my

husband, Michael (who is also a teacher) for 14 years. We

have one daughter, Lexi, who will be in 4th grade and

one doggie, a shih tzu named Abby. In my spare time, I

enjoy going to UGA sporting events, hiking, traveling, and

going to Disney World:) I feel very blessed and thankful to

be here and look forward to a great school year! Go

Dawgs and Go Dogpack!

DEBRASHA LYLE
ASD BASE-G PARAPRO

Welcome, Everyone! I am Ms. Bray. This year will be my

3rd year as a Paraprofessional, but my 1st year at Russell. I

am a graduate of RMS and Barrow County School

System, so this year is extremely special to me because I

am "home": so to speak! I currently attend Georgia

Gwinnett College to pursue a Bachelor's in Special

Education. In my spare time, I love spending time with

godson and siblings. We love going to the park, Chic Fil A,

or just riding around in the car. I can't wait to meet you

all!

I am super excited to be here with you in Barrow County

at RMS! This will be my 13th year teaching but FIRST year

at RMS. I have a loooong name so call me Mrs. GP. I am

married to Chris and we have 3 kids - Tyler 21, Emmi 20,

and James 18. When I am not teaching, I love all things

wellness - fitness, nutrition, and lots of self care. Can’t

wait to get started helping you have a successful year!



LISA HAGLEY
MI PARAPRO

Welcome! This is my fourth year of teaching, but my first

year teaching at RMS. Health and fitness is a big part of my

life. I believe you should do one thing each day that is

healthy and that also makes you happy! I have been living

in Athens for about a year. I love exploring new coffee

shops and local restaurants and I enjoy spending time

with my friends, family, and cat, Lumi! I am looking

forward to a fun year of learning and growing!
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ASD BASE-G

BRIDGET MCNEILL
LANGUAGE ARTS

Hi! Welcome to the Dogpack!  I am Bridget McNeill and I

teach 6th grade ELA.  This will be my 12th year teaching

and my third at RMS.  I  find peace on the water while

stand-up paddleboarding.  My pastimes are gardening,

playing video games, and watching my youngest son play

collegiate lacrosse.  Of course, I love to READ!

LAURA OTTING
MI

Welcome Back Dogpack! I’m Mrs. Otting and this is my 9th

year here at Russell, teaching and coaching. My husband

and I have been married for 11 years and we have 2

amazing little ones who are 9 and 6 years old. We also

have 2 fur babies Doc (11) and Roxie ( 3). I love being

outdoors, especially when we are able to go hunting and

fishing. I am so excited for a brand new year and working

with everyone!

WES ROBERTSON
MO

Welcome to RMS! My name is Wes Robertson and I teach

the moderate intellectual disabilities class. This is my

third year at RMS and could not be happier! When I am

not teaching, I help coach the RMS football team.  I live in

Hoschton with my wife, Lindsey, and three crazy dogs. I

am also a die-hard South Carolina Gamecocks fan. GO

GAMECOCKS!

BUBBA MOON
MO PARAPRO

Welcome Dogpack family, I am Coach Moon. I am the

Head Coach of our Football team. This is my 4 year as a

para here at RMS. I am currently attending Touro

University to get my Master’s in Psychology. I also help

with our High School and our Rec department with our

football programs. I love to mentor and coach kids. My

spare time I love to be with my family and friends

enjoying life. If you ever need me come get me! GO

DOGPACK!

SARA MCGLADE

Hey Everyone! My name is Sara McGlade and this is my

second year teaching and my  first year teaching at RMS!

I graduated from Georgia Gwinnett College with a

bachelors in Special Education. Last year, I taught

Kindergarten and 1st grade. I am excited for the chance

to teach middle school. My husband Chance and I have

just moved out to Monroe. We enjoy spending our free

time with our labrador. I am very excited to have joined

the RMS family. This  is going to be a great year!



LISA HAGLEY
MI PARAPRO

Welcome! This is my fourth year of teaching, but my first

year teaching at RMS. Health and fitness is a big part of my

life. I believe you should do one thing each day that is

healthy and that also makes you happy! I have been living

in Athens for about a year. I love exploring new coffee

shops and local restaurants and I enjoy spending time

with my friends, family, and cat, Lumi! I am looking

forward to a fun year of learning and growing!
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LANGUAGE ARTS

MEGAN SCOTT
ELA/SOCIAL STUDIES

Hello! Welcome to RMS!! This is my 4th year teaching at

Russell and my 14th year overall teaching. I love spending

time outdoors around my house with my husband and

son Jase. We have a pond with a lot of turtles and fish.

We have 3 dogs and 10 ducks!!! This will be the best year

EVER!

MELISSA THEBEAU
SCIENCE

Hi!  My name is Melissa Thebeau and believe it or not, this

will be my 29th year teaching at Russell Middle School! 

I’ve taught a variety of subjects (French, Language Arts,

Social Studies, and Science) in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades. 

My husband (Tom)and I just celebrated our 25th

wedding anniversary this summer.  We have two sons

(Jack and Max) and a dog (Jasper) with a lot of

personality.  In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with

my family and cheering on the Georgia Bulldogs!  I look

forward to another year at RMS and can’t wait to spend

time with my students!

MAVIS SHREVE
MO PARAPRO

Hi, I’m so happy you're part of our RMS family. My name

is Mavis Shreve. This is my 21st year serving in the Special

Education Department either as a Paraprofessional or

Certified teacher. I have 2 grown children and 2

granddaughters. I am currently a Special Education

Paraprofessional in the self-contained MO classroom. I

am active in my church and love to go camping and

work in my flower gardens. I also love doing all kinds of

crafts. I am excited to get this year started!

SUMMER SANTOS

Welcome to RMS! My name is Summer Santos, and I

teach 6th grade ELA- special education. This is my 2nd

year at RMS, but I have taught 3 years overall. I live in

Madison County with my husband, Josh. We are currently

waiting for the arrival of our first child! In my free time, I

enjoy reading, being outside, and spending time with

family and friends. I can’t wait to meet each of you!


